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1. Policy Statement 

Gymnastics Western Australia (Gymnastics WA) recognises the importance of Social Media to digitally 
communicate with the gymnastics community via informative, timely and engaging content and share information.  
As most Social Media is shared in the public realm, it is important that all individuals involved in the sport of 
Gymnastics conduct themselves appropriately while using Social Media. 
 
The Gymnastics WA Social Media Policy has been developed to serve the best interests of its Members who use 
social media platforms and applications. It has also been developed to inform our community about using social 
media in a respectful, responsible manner and make informed choices on how to engage with others on Social 
Media. The Policy assists to establish a culture of trust and integrity in all online activities related to Gymnastics 
WA.  
 
This Policy provides guidelines to create respectful, and knowledgeable interaction on the internet. It also protects 
the privacy, confidentiality and interest of Gymnastics WA’s current and potential Members. 
 
Gymnastics Australia’s Social Media Policy is the overarching policy by which any person involved in the social 
media activities of Gymnastics WA, whether in a paid or voluntary position capacity is ultimately bound by. 
Gymnastics WA Personnel and/or any person/s are outlined in the policy scope of this document. 
 

2. Review History 

Version Date Reviewed Date Endorsed Content Reviewed / Purpose 

One September 2011  Original Policy  

Two October 2018 October 2018 

Policy moved to new branding renamed as Social Media 
Policy.   
Update to a large portion of the previous policy content as it 
was considerably outdated and lacked detail. 

Three May 2020 July 2020 
Minor amendments to the format of the document, bringing 
it into line with other Gymnastics WA policies, including 
updates to policy headings and definitions. 

Four November 2021 November 2021 
Minor amendments and incorporation of Gymsport Closed 
Facebook Group guidelines. 

Five June 2022  
Minor amendments to align revisions with Gymnastics 
Australia’s Social Media policy. 
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3. Policy Scope 

This Policy applies to anyone who may be involved with the social media activities of Gymnastics WA, whether 
they are in a paid or voluntary capacity and including, but not limited to: 
 

• Board and Committee and Sub-Committee Members 
• Employees 
• Volunteers 
• State team officials and athletes 
• Support personnel (ex: managers, physiotherapists, psychologists, masseurs, sport trainers and 

others that support Gymnastics WA services, programs and activities) 
• Gymnasts 
• Gymnastics WA Clubs 
• Coaches and assistant coaches 
• Technical Members affiliated with Gymnastics WA  
• Judges and other officials 

 
The people above are collectively known as Gymnastics WA Personnel. 
 
This Policy also applies to anyone posting content on any social media platform in relation to Gymnastics WA that 
could affect Gymnastics WA business, products, services, events, Partners, Members and/or reputation. 
 
This Policy applies to platforms including, but not limited to:  

 Social networking sites (e.g. Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram, Tik Tok, Snapchat, Linkedin and 
similar platforms;) 

 Video and photo sharing websites or apps (e.g. YouTube, Facebook, Instagram etc.) 

 Blogs, social networking sites, instant messaging (including Whatsapp and Facebook chat), social 
bookmarking, podcasting, media sharing and collaborative editing websites (such as Microsoft Teams, 
Dropbox and Google Docs); 

 Review sites (e.g. Yelp etc.) 

 Instant messaging (e.g. SMS, Skype, Snapchat, WhatsApp, Viber, etc.) 

 Online voting or polls 

 Public and private online forums and discussion boards which is open for public comment (such as Reddit) 

 Any other online technologies that allow individual users to upload and share content about Gymnastics 
WA  

 Any other forum which might be classified reasonably as social media as the term is generally understood. 
 

This policy is applicable when using social media as: 

 An individual officially designated to represent Gymnastics WA on social media; or 

 Gymnastics WA personnel posting content on social media in relation to Gymnastics WA that might affect 
Gymnastics WA business, products, services, events, partners, members and/or reputation. 

 

4. Definitions 

Board 
The Gymnastics WA Board of Directors 
 
Gymnastics Australia - means the national governing body for gymnastics within Australia. 
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Gymnastics WA 
Gymnastics Western Australia Inc. is the governing body of the sport of Gymnastics within Western Australia 
 
Gymnastics WA Club 
Any Affiliate Member of Gymnastics WA 
 
Gymnastics WA Personnel 
Any person who may be involved with the social media activities of Gymnastics WA, whether they are in a paid or 
voluntary capacity.  
 
Member 
A Member refers to the following Gymnastics WA Membership Classes – Member Club, Athlete (if under the age 
of 18, parent or guardian), Technical Member, Honorary Member, Life Member, Associate Member 
 
Social Media  
Means any website or application that enables users to create and share content or participate in one or both of 
social and online networking, including but not limited to: 
 

(a) Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, Instagram, Myspace, Yammer, Snapchat, Foursquare, LinkedIn, 

Wikipedia, Flickr and similar platforms; 

(b) blogs, social networking sites, instant messaging (including Whatsapp and Facebook chat), social 

bookmarking, podcasting, media sharing and collaborative editing websites (such as Microsoft 

Teams, Dropbox and Google Docs); 

(c) any other forum which might be classified reasonably as social media as the term is generally 

understood; and  

(d) any other forum available for public comment (such as Reddit). 

 

5. Using Social Media in an official capacity 

Individuals must be authorised by the Chief Executive Officer of Gymnastics WA before engaging in social media 
as a representative of Gymnastics WA. 
 
Gymnastics WA personnel who are part of the Gymnastics WA community are representing the Gymnastics WA 
brand.  It is important that personnel represent themselves and Gymnastics WA appropriately at any given time.  
 

6. Rights and Responsibilities 
 

Gymnastics WA is committed to ensuring the sport of Gymnastics is safe, welcoming and inclusive. Importantly, 
Gymnastics WA Personnel play a crucial role in this commitment and are encouraged to contribute to the 
elimination of any inappropriate behaviour on Social Media by: 
 

(a) Complying with this Policy and Gymnastics Australia’s Social Media Policy; and 
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(b) Reporting any perceived incidence of non-compliance with this Policy to either Gymnastics WA 
Management or GA’s Integrity Unit, and maintain confidentiality while the incident is being 
resolved. 

 
Gymnastics Australia’s National Integrity Team 
Email:  mailto:integrity@gymnastics.org.au 
Phone: (03) 8698 9700 (Option 0) 

6.1. Rights of the user 

Rights of a social media user include, but not limited to; 

 Publicise personal views, insights and opinions 

 Operate as a separate entity from Gymnastics WA or affiliate 

 Report inappropriate, unsavoury or derogatory online behaviours 

 Right to feel safe 
 

6.2. Responsibilities of the user  

Gymnastics WA Members are personally responsible for the content of their posts online. Responsibilities of 
a social media use include, but not limited to; 
 

 Interact with other Members in a respectful manner 

 Ensure content is not defamatory, threatening, harassing, hateful or discriminatory 

 Ensure content does not infringe intellectual property of others 

 Ensure content does not impersonate or falsely represent any other person or entity 

 Ensure content upholds Gymnastics WA’s stance on Child Safe Practices 

 Ensure personal opinions do not damage or demean individuals or entities 

 Provide factual and accurate information 

 Adopt privacy practices and seek to protect privacy of others 

 Accept only requests from people who are known and trusted 

 Report inappropriate, unsavoury or derogatory online behaviours 

 Adhere to the Terms of Use for any social media site or application 

 Respect Gymnastics WA’s core values and agreed behaviours 

 Adhere to the Gymnastics WA Constitution 
 

In addition to the responsibilities stated in Section 7.2, Gymnasts have the responsibilities to: 
 

 Understand consequences and repercussions, both legal and subject to Gymnastics WA and 
Gymnastics Australia’s Social Media policies, of material posted online 

 Conduct themselves in a professional manner. 
 

In addition to the responsibilities stated in Section 7.2, Coaches and Officials (over the age of 16) have the 
responsibilities to: 
 

 Be aware of Child Protection Policies and legislation and act in accordance when posting content. 

 Ensure they do not ‘friend’, ‘follow’, or have conversations via social media in the absence of the 
child’s parent or guardian with a gymnast under the age of 16. 

 Seek consent from those involved, parent or guardian, prior to posting content online. 

 Refrain from engaging in conversations with athletes that could be done in other mediums. 

mailto:integrity@gymnastics.org.au
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 Maintain a Duty of Care to safeguard children and participants 

 Ensure personal views are not represented as those of Gymnastics WA or affiliates. 

 Conduct themselves in a professional manner. 
 

In addition to the responsibilities stated in Section 7.2, Gymnastics WA shall: 
 

 Ensure that interactions with affiliated Members remain professional and adhere to privacy 
requirements. 

 Be aware of Child Protection Policies and legislation and act in accordance when posting content. 

 Seek consent of those involved prior to posting content online. 

 Ensure conduct reflects social and behavioural norms for organisations online. 

 Assess and where necessary investigate any grievances lodged in accordance with the appropriate 
Gymnastics WA or Gymnastics Australia policy. 

 

7. Regulation 

Any Gymnastics WA Member who is found to have uploaded content or engaged in interactions that do not comply 
with this Policy, may be subject to an investigation and actions as outlined in the Gymnastics Australia Social 
Media Policy, Gymnastics Australia Child Safe Policy; Gymnastics Australia Member Protection Policy, 
Gymnastics WA Discipline & Appeals Policy, whichever is relevant. 
 
Gymnastics WA reserves the right to enforce this Social Media Policy or Gymnastics Australia’s Social Media 
Policy at its discretion. Gymnastics WA may remove any posted material, from any Gymnastics WA managed 
platform, that is considered to be in breach of the Policy. Any posting removed by Gymnastics WA may be stored 
for future reference.  
 
Gymnastics WA may require that a Member, person or entity bound by this policy and/or Gymnastics Australia’s 
Social Media remove material from social media that it believes in its sole discretion: 

 Is illegal 

 Is unsavoury, 

 Constitutes bullying or harassment, 

 Has the potential to bring the sport into disrepute, 

 Is incompatible with the objectives of this Policy, 

 Conflicts with the objectives of the Gymnastics WA Strategic Plan, and/or 

 Breaches any other Gymnastics WA policy. 
 
If Gymnastics WA requires that material is removed from social media, it must be removed as quickly as possible. 
Unreasonable delays in removing material from a site may result in disciplinary action against the Member, person 
or entity.  
 

8. Branding and Intellectual Property of Gymnastics WA 

Gymnastics WA personnel must not post any intellectual property or imagery on their personal social media without 
approval from Gymnastics WA. 
 
Gymnastics WA intellectual property includes, but is not limited to; 

 Trademarks 

 Logos 

 Slogans 
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 Branding 

 Imagery which has been posted on Gymnastics WA’s official social media sites or website. 
 
Gymnastics WA personnel must not imply that they are authorised to speak on behalf of Gymnastics WA unless 
they have been given official authorisation to do so by the Chief Executive Officer. 
 
Gymnastics WA Branding Guidelines must be adhered to at all times when publicly representing Gymnastics WA. 
 

9. Gymsport Closed Facebook Group Guide 
 

9.1. Purpose 

The Purpose of Gymnastics WA Facebook Groups is to give Technical Members and staff a platform to 
promote activities for the benefits of the gymnastics workforce. Judging and Coaching Coordinators often find 
it difficult to communicate with others in the community, so by introducing this platform of communication this 
task should become easier. 

 

9.2. Facebook Group Administrators  

Each Facebook Group must have at least two administrators. These administrators must consist of: 

 An appropriate Gymnastics WA Technical & Events Committee Member; and   

 A Gymnastics WA Staff Member.  
 

9.3. Group Members 

All Gymnastics WA accredited coaches and judges will be able to join the Facebook Group/s that’s’ relevant 
to them. The Technical & Events Committee Member who administers each group will be responsible for 
approving Technical Member’s requests to join the group. If the Administrator is unsure whether a Member is 
an accredited judge / coach in Western Australia they must contact the Gymnastics WA Staff Member who 
oversees the group to receive clarification.  

 

9.4. Facebook Group Content 

Facebook group content must be respectful at all times. All group members have the right to ask questions 
and be included in conversations. Content should be relevant to the group’s purpose. 

 
When posting on a Gymnastics WA closed Facebook group the following policies must be adhered to: 

 Member Protection Policy 

 Social Media Policy 

 Photography Policy. 

 

9.5. Facebook Group Behaviour/Disputes   

If content is posted in a Gymnastics WA Facebook Group that is deemed to be inappropriate, Gymnastics WA 
staff must be contacted immediately by the Group Administrator. If another group member is concerned about 
content posted they are also encouraged to contact Gymnastics WA.  

 

9.6. Cause for Removal 
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In the case of a Facebook Group member posting inappropriate content or conducting inappropriate behaviour, 
the following process will be followed: 

 Gymnastics WA notified by page Administrator or other concerned group members; 

 Content deleted from page if deemed inappropriate by Gymnastics WA; 

 Gymnastics WA to contact member who has posted inappropriate content to discuss reason for post. 
Warning given if necessary; 

 If group member continues to post inappropriate content after receiving a warning they will be removed 
from the Facebook Group.  

 
Gymnastics WA has the right to delete a Group Member who they deem to be posting inappropriate and 
harmful content immediately.  
 

10. Further Information 

The Office of the eSafety Commissioner is Australia’s national independent regulator for online safety. Their role 
is to help safeguard Australian at risk from online harms and to promote safer, more positive online experiences.  
 
Their activities are governed by the Enhancing Online Safety Act 2015 (Cth) and they have designed educational 
resources to support Australian communities have safer and more positive experiences online.  
 

11. Additions and Changes to Policy 

Recommended changes to this policy may be submitted to Gymnastics WA Management and approved by the 
Chief Executive Officer. 
 
Should changes be accepted, the policy would be updated, dated, and circulated to Members.  In addition, 
Gymnastics WA is committed to ensuring all policies are up to date and reflect current times, therefore reviews 
are undertaken bi-annually. 
 

12. Confidentiality and Reporting 

Breaches of this policy must be reported to Gymnastics WA Management within 14 days of any occurrence.  
Breaches of this policy must be kept confidential and disclosure to any third party beyond Gymnastics WA 
Management is not permitted, unless disclosure is; 

 Necessary as part of the corrective process or 

 Required by law. 
 
Any Gymnastics WA Member who is found to have sent inappropriate electronic communication, uploaded 
inappropriate website content or engaged in blogs that harass, offend, intimidate or humiliate may face disciplinary 
action as outlined in the Gymnastics Australia Social Media Policy, Gymnastics Australia Child Safe Policy; 
Gymnastics Australia Member Protection Policy, Gymnastics WA Discipline & Appeals Policy, whichever is 
relevant. 
 

13. Related Documents 

 Gymnastics Australia Social Media Policy 

 Gymnastics Australia Member Protection Policy 

 Gymnastics WA Discipline & Appeals Policy 

 The Office of the eSafety Commissioner: https://www.esafety.gov.au/ 

 AIS – Social Media Principles and Best Practice Guidelines 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/

