
STEP 1 – Choose to play Game On
Your team does not have 15 players but you 
want to play a game. You decide to choose 
Game On.  As long as you have a minimum of 
10, your players can get a game and, rather 
than losing five points not lose any points if 
implementing Game On. Your opponents will 
receive 5 points. 

STEP 2 – Contact the other team
Contact the other team, say you are players 
short but want to turn up with the players that 
you have and choose to play a game under 
Game On. Agree that the game will be played 
as Game On with the other team. You need 
to let the other team know at least 24 hours 
before the game is due to kick off. 

STEP 3 – Contact the branch
Once you’ve let the other team know and they 
have agreed to Game On, contact the branch, 
explain that the game will be played as  
Game On and they will do the rest  
– contact the referee, sort out how the game is 
recorded on the branch website. 

STEP 4 – Agree how you want to play
Before the kick-off both team captains will 
meet and agree as to how they will play the 
game. A Game On card will be provided to 
all teams and this will allow both captains to 
agree how the game will be played – duration 
of game, numbers of players and whether there 
are contested scrums or not.  Both captains 
sign the card and give to the referee.

STEP 5 – Play the game 
Both teams play a match and everyone  
gets a game of rugby!
 

Game On in a nutshell

Game On is simply a 
way of playing a game 
of rugby when one or 
more teams don’t have 
enough players to play 
a game. It is not an 
alternative to rugby, 
just a way of playing 
rugby when there are 
less than 15 players.

The Game On trial

Game On is being 
trailled in the Ulster 
competitions during the 
2018/19 season.

The trial will be rolled 
out to the Regional 
League sections after 
Christmas, except for 
Premier section.

The trial will be an 
opportunity to see 
whether the Game On 
concepts leads to more 
games being played 
and will help with 
deciding whether this 
is an idea that could be 
rolled out to other area 
of the amateur game.

Game On Trial
How it works - in five steps
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